
A poem on the back of an HMS Excellent Whale Island menu, for his farewell dinner as the Gunnery 
Commander for a Naval Gunnery Long Course.  He was known as "Father" by the Lieutenants on the 
course because he was rather bald at an early age.   
 
 
 

Campbell Clouston 
  
AVE ATQUE VALE 
  
The Sea Lords in their office, at the Admir-al-ty pile, 
Were sitting round a table and not one was seen to smile, 
For the Press had told the Nation and the Press it cannot lie, 
That the might of England's Navy was surely passing by. 
That aeroplanes and Zeppelins from heights unknown before, 
Could send our greatest warships to the ocean's rock -strewn floor, 
So the Sea Lords sent for "Father" and they told him all they knew, 
And despatched him down to Whaley to see what HE could do. 
  
Then up spoke "Father" boldly when at Whaley he'd arrived, 
He introduced new ratings and an A. A, school contrived. 
Of his work now justly famous, let no more be said than this, 
That at English mother's kneesides, before the good-night kiss, 
Our youth is inculcated with the gems that freely ran, 
From the dome, now slightly hairless, of that most ingenious man, 
And our "birdmen", erstwhile boasting of the triumph of the Air, 
Now disconsolately mutter this lamentful little prayer, 
"O 'Father', 'Father' Clouston, to you we airmen pray, 
From the death of your designing - deliver us this day"      R.T.G 
  
 
 
 
The irony of this poem cannot be lost, Campbell’s life was lost to the power of 
warplanes.
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